
The Catholic Church in Alberton 
 
Ons volgende reeks artikels kom uit die pen van Connie Rogers (née Araujo, ’n jarelange 

inwoner van Alberton, en handel oor die geskiedenis van die Katolieke Kerk in Alberton. 

 

Dit was eers een perseel, maar Fickweg het later ’n skeiding gemaak tussen die kerk en 

begraafplaas van die Meyers. 

 

“The first Mass for the Catholics living in Alberton was celebrated on Sunday 22 August 

1948  in the home of the Garland family (called “Rosedene”), just off Voortrekker Road as 

one enters New Redruth from Southcrest.   However, more space was needed as numbers 

increased, so the managers of The New Market Hotel, Mr and Mrs Shein were approached, 

and the Catholics then attended Mass at the hotel hall, which served as a “church” up until 

1960.  

 

“My first memories (at the age of 5) of attending Mass was at the New Market Hotel, on the 

corner of Voortrekker Road and Redruth Street in New Redruth.  On a Saturday night, there 

was the weekly dinner/dance held in the hall and on a Sunday morning, with the help of all 

the young children, the hall would quickly be converted to a place of worship – with a 

Confessional and all.  (The Confessional was a room divider where the Priest would sit on 

one side and the Parishioner on the other, making his/her confession before Mass.)  I 

distinctly remember the stale smell of beer, wine and cigarette smoke but it was all part of the 

Sunday morning ritual:  put all those folding steel chairs out in neat rows and turn the front of 

the hall into a makeshift altar, with white cloths, flowers and the chalice, before the 

Germiston Priest, Father Tony Daverin, came to say Mass at 08h00! 

 

“As the Parish grew, there was a dire need for larger premises, thus the fund-raising and 

donations started for the Catholics to find new, larger (more suitable) premises for their 

church.  In 1958, Mr Augusto Mendes, a pioneer parishioner, secured the “big” house for the 

Catholic Church.  It took two years for all the documentation and alterations to be completed.  

On the 14th August, 1960, we eventually moved to our “new” church, which was a large 

house on the corner of Fick Road and Second Avenue in Florentia.” 

 

Die volgende keer vertel Connie verder. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Meyer cemetery long ago 

 

 

 

 
 

A recent photograph of part of the cemetery 


