
The beginning of the 1930s  

 
Alberton entered the Thirties with a steadily growing confidence. The water scheme was 

officially opened and celebrated in lavish style with a matinee at the movies for the children, 

a dance for the adults and a formal dinner at the Hotel Alexander in Germiston for the special 

guests. The cost of all this was 31 Pounds – just enough to pay for a dinner for two by today’s 

standards, but that fact is less important than the observation that the Health Committee, who 

not very long before had decided not to have coffee and biscuits at their meetings in order to 

economise, now had the financial freedom to plan such an occasion. 

 

Although the Great Depression only drew to a close in 1933, Alberton (showing the tendency 

which was later to earn the motto “Praecedimus”) was already on the upswing. Perhaps the 

most obvious symbol of this is the motor car. The Committee had acquired their first 

motorised vehicle, a tractor, in 1927 (the same year that they got another of those new-

fangled devices, a telephone, installed in their office) and had found it invaluable for road 

making in the steep rocky areas of town. The road grader, roller and water cart were all 

animal drawn, and in comparison the performance of the little tractor was deeply impressive. 

 

It so happened that the new Chairman of the Health Committee, a Mr W T Lever, was also 

the manager of the Germiston Municipal Bus Service. He needed no convincing of the 

usefulness of the internal combustion engine. But, despite the impressive little tractor, it 

seems to have taken him nearly two years to persuade the Committee that they would do well 

to invest in a truck. Towards the end of 1930 they authorised him to buy on their behalves a 

Ford lorry – “at a total cost of 282 Pounds, 8 shillings and 3 pence, including extras, interest 

and insurance.” The monthly payment of 13 Pounds 10 shillings was more than double the 

salary that some family men brought home at that time. 

(Information from An Alberton Album, Alberton Town Council, 1997 
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