
The Catholic Church in Alberton (continued) 
 

Hierdie week 

vertel ons verder 

van Connie 

Rodgers se 

herinneringe aan 

die geskiedenis 

van die Katolieke 

Kerk in Alberton. 

 

Een van ons 

lesers, ene mev. 

Brits, het gebel 

om ons daarop te 

wys dat die kerk 

in 1952 as ’n 

weeshuis gebruik 

is. In ’n 

telefoniese 

gesprek met vader 

Kevin Bugler, 

leraar in die kerk, 

bevestig hy dit en 

dit word ook deur 

Connie in hierdie berig genoem. Ons waardeer u oproep, mev. Brits! Ons nooi alle 

dorpsgenote uit om met ons te kommunikeer. 

 

Connie vertel verder. 

 

“The house was once a large farm house which originally belonged to the well renowned 

Meyer family.  Jan Meyer built the house in 1904 which he called “Vergelegen” meaning 

“situated far away”.  It is understood that Sir Herbert Baker drew the design for the house. 

 

“Jan Meyer died in 1907 and was buried in the family graveyard within the property of the 

large farm.  Due to Fick Road now dividing the property, the graveyard is located on the 

other side of Fick Road, which is diagonally across from the present Church.  Mrs Meyer and 

her children continued to live in the house for several years.  It then changed hands a number 

of times until it was purchased by the Governor General’s War Fund and was converted to an 

orphanage for approximately 40 boys. 

 

“My two younger brothers, Joe and Johnny Araujo, were altar servers and Father George 

Clarke was the Resident Priest at the time.  My sister Isabel and I joined the Church Choir.  

Renovations to this “big house / church” were added e.g. I remember, during an evening of 

choir practice, some of the male parishioners built a brick wall behind the altar to divide it 

from the living quarters of the house.  They did this in one evening, while we were tra-la-la-

ing! 

 

Oor twee weke vertel Connie verder. 

A side view of the original house, which is now used by the church as 

a hall  
 



 
 

The back view of the house 

(Photos supplied by the Parish Priest since 1985, Father Kevin Bugler) 

 


