
Town Hall and miners’ strike (Circa 1920) 

 

Alberton’s first town hall was opened the 14th of April with a lack of interest since there was 

an outcry at was regarded as a waste of public funds. The celebrations were low key and the 

stipulation that no politics be introduced in the speeches on the occasion seem to indicate that 

the Health Committee had a great else on which to fix their attention during that time. 

 

Not at least among them was the trouble bubbling up on the mines. Once the Chinese were 

gone, the fear was simply transferred to the black labourers, and the moment of agitation 

continued. The result was the notorious white miners’ strike in 1922, which developed into 

fierce fighting. Most of the armed conflict happened in Brixton and Fordsburg, and aircraft 

and artillery were used to quell the revolt. 

 

Shielded by the rich, Alberton was out of the worst of  the fighting, but suffered all the same. 

Marshall Law was declared, and the use of the town hall forbidden. Work was at a stand-still 

as businesses closed in fear of the rioting miners. Most of the inhabitants of Alberton were 

lowly-paid labourers and artisans, and as their income seized, poverty and the unsettled 

conditions made life miserable. The only record of violence within Alberton took place at the 

station, where miners tried to stop railway men from going to work by the simple expedient 

of raking the coals out of the steam engine’s fired-box. Battle ensued. Police assistance was 

called in from Germiston, and no lives were lost. 

 

One must remember that there was mining within the current boundaries of Alberton. There 

is an outcrop of the black reef series at Roodekop, and gold mining continued there on a 

limited scale into the 1940’s. 

 

2012? A recurrence of history? 

(From An Alberton Album, Alberton Town Council, 1997) 
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The town hall as it was a number of years ago 

 


