
The first half of the 20th century (continued) 
 

The first company to build in this new township was C J Fuchs (Pty) Ltd., and they had no 

easy time of it. The land is low-lying, and the Natal Spruit’s wetlands made building a 

misery, with every truckload of stone or sand sinking to its axels in the marshy ground. 

Nevertheless, the premises were urgently required, since the South African Air Force was one 

of their major clients, and required repairs to their Harvard aircraft. The first steel and re-

enforced concrete building went up in the record time of 20 days, and was followed almost 

immediately by a second and a third building. 

 

Fuchs did not depend exclusively on the Air Force, and when the war ended in 1945, they 

found they had sufficient work from manufacturing agreements with Electrolux and 

Westinghouse not to have to scale down their production. 

 

By 1948 Alrode was proclaimed a part of Alberton, and once again the town was on an 

uptrend. With the dramatic expansion the old services were becoming inadequate, and the 

sewerage and sanitation system needed upgrading. (Farewell to the last of the beastly 

buckets!) The Town Council applied to the Province for a loan of 300 000 Pounds for this 

purpose, and to acquire more land for the location. 

 

Carl Fuchs bought eight acres of land in Alrode from the Town Council at 275 pounds per 

acre as soon as his Heidelberg Road operation could not handle the capacity any more. 

 

Carl Fuchs’ Metal Craft House Factory displayed the CJ Fuchs roof and top sign and it 

became a landmark in Alberton. The firm had previously been housed in Marshall Street, 

Johannesburg. Here they manufactured water heaters and spray pumps, all painted by Mrs 

Emily Fuchs and her assistant Jack, and marketed by Carl Fuchs. 

(From:  An Alberton Album, Alberton Town Council, 1997, Home Is Where The Town Is, 

Supplement to Alberton Record, 27 January 2005 and 

www.fuchsfoundation.co.za/history.htm.)  

 

 
 

The Fuchs factory 


