
Alberton and its streets, part 2 (1939-1952) 
 

In December 1939 a reporter from the Germiston Advocate took a stroll through the oldest 

part of Alberton and exclaimed: “One cannot but help being a historian in Alberton.”  

 

He was referring to the fact that the names of ten streets were changed during that year. In 

1938 the centenary of the Great Trek was celebrated nationwide. With the newly-conferred 

municipal powers, the Town Council could officially change street names, including the 

troublesome Main Avenue. 

 

The main road from Durban to Johannesburg, variously known as Durban Way and 

Heidelberg Road, cutting through New Redruth, had its name changed to Voortrekker Road. 

The four avenues originally named after the four cardinal points, West and Main Avenue, as 

well as the four numbered streets all received new names. 

 

North Avenue became Andries Pretorius, named after the Voortrekker Commandant-General, 

West Avenue was renamed Marthinus Oosthuizen, after the Voortrekker hero. Pieter Uys 

replaced East Avenue, another Voortrekker hero. South Avenue, on the border between 

Alberton (North) and Florentia, was renamed Hans van Rensburg Avenue, another Trek 

leader. 

 

The four streets running from east to west, also received names of Voortrekker leaders. First 

Street became Piet Retief, while Second Street was named Gerrit Maritz. The two men are 

remembered in the name Pietermaritzburg, capital of the Voortrekker Republic in Natal. 

 

Officially known as Third Street, but informally as Main Street, the street cutting across the 

middle of town, was renamed Hendrik Potgieter, founder of Potchefstroom, first capital of the 

Transvaal. Fourth Street, close to the Natalspruit, became Louis Trichardt, the leader who 

died of malaria in Lourenco Marques (Maputo) in 1838. 

 

With a sigh of relief, the confusing Main Avenue became Charl Celliers Avenue, named after 

the leader present at the battles of Vegkop and Blood River. The Maybery Square, more 

commonly known as Market Square, between Main and Third Avenue, received its name of 

Eeufees Plein/Centenary Square. 

 

Another major change took place in 1952 when Third Avenue became Van Riebeeck Avenue 

in honour of the nationwide Van Riebeeck tri-centenary. 

 

Ten of the streets in 

Alberton North were 

in 1939 named after 

Voortrekker leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This house in Tenth Avenue is one of only three remaining “sinkhuise” in Alberton 

 


