
Little England in New Redruth 
 

No street name is more Cornish than Fore Street. The word ‘fore’ in the dialect of Cornwall means 

‘main’. Most towns in Cornwall have a Fore Street, just as the main street in many towns in South 

Africa is named Voortrekker. 

 

Albany Street and Eaton Terrace are reminders of street names in St Ives in Cornwall. 

 

St Aubyn Street calls to mind the baronetcy of St Aubyn, while Clinton Street was named after the 

barons of Clinton. The barons of St Aubyn went into English politics and represented constituencies 

such as St Michaels, Helston, Launceston and Truro. The baronetcy became extinct in 1839. The 

baronetcy of Clinton was created in 1298 and was seated in neighbouring county Devon. 

 

A famous tourism attraction off the Cornish coast is St Michael’s Mount. It is a tidal island off Mount’s 

Bay, topped by a castle and chapel dating from the 15th century. Back in New Redruth, for some or 

other reason, the original street name was changed from St Michael’s to St Michael in 1959. 

 

In 1928, after failing to sell as agricultural holdings, the eastern section of New Redruth (the area south 

of the main post office, between Voortrekker road and the Natal Spruit) was re-aligned. With the stands 

cut down to residential size, three new streets had to be added to the grid, being Looe, Chasewater and 

Porthpean. It also meant that the only open space in that part of the suburb, Market Square was 

sacrificed. 

 

In later years, when the once excluded parcel of farmland was proclaimed and built on, the surrounding 

streets of Fowey, Saltash and Trevithick disappeared off the map. Trevithick Street ran along the Natal 

Spruit in roughly the same direction as the present Alwyn Taljaard Street (named after the Town Clerk 

of 1978). Richard Trevithick (1771-1833) is the mining engineer from Cornwall credited with 

inventing the first high pressure steam engine that led to the development of the railway steam 

locomotive. 

 

Falmouth Street, along the main post office, was re-named Du Plessis Street in 1955. 

 

To illustrate the strong connection between Cornwall and New Redruth, our Clinton Street houses the 

Union and Clinton hospitals – and in Cornwall, an internet search brings up a place such as Clinton 

Nursing Home in Truro road, St Austell, Cornwall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Aubyn Street, named after the barons of St Aubyn 

 



 

Do you still remember the old Libertas Building (photo taken in 1959), next to the well-known Casbah 

Roadhouse? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


