
Alberton’s Equine Corner: Newmarket 
 

Alberton’s first introduction to thoroughbred horses was courtesy of the Rothschild family, 

owners of the land New Redruth was laid out on in 1912. They built up the stud farm called 

‘Redshield’ in the general area where Newmarket was later established. 

 

The agricultural holdings owe their existence directly to the establishment of the Newmarket 

Race Course in 1937. After the re-surveying of a part of New Redruth from agricultural to 

residential stands, there was a need for ground to accommodate the peripheral industries 

associated with racing. For many decades afterwards, it was the hub of the horse racing 

fraternity, with stables and training arenas lining the long streets. 

 

Lincoln Street forms the western boundary of the suburb. It was named after a now defunct 

race course in Lincolnshire, England. Parallel to it, runs Doncaster, the name of a race course 

in South Yorkshire, England. 

 

Ascot Road connects Lincoln Road to Heidelberg Road. Ascot is the name of a race course in 

Berkshire, England. Derby is the shortest street. A derby is a race for three year old horses, 

named after the Derby Stakes ran at Epson Downs. 

 

Epsom Road again connects Lincoln Road and Heidelberg Road. Epsom Downs is a race 

course in Surrey, England. Running into Garfield Street in Alrode, Goodwood Road 

commemorates a racecourse in Chichester, Sussex. 

 

The tiny suburb of Newmarket Park was proclaimed in 1974. The driving force behind it was 

Len Oats, owner and trainer of the horse Java who won the Johannesburg Summer Handicap 

three years in a row 1956-8. That explains the first choice of the suburb name Java Park, a 

suggestion that was rejected. 

 

The street names Leonard and Hanson were Len Oats’ Christian names. The other street is 

Elandsfontein Drive, the name of the original farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Len Oats poses next to his horse Java in 1958 after his 

historic hat trick in the Summer Handicap. (‘They raced 

to win’ by Jean Jaffe) 


