
 

(Street) horses of Raceview 

The Alberton suburb of Raceview was laid out in 1943 and proclaimed in 1945. The choice of 

name for the new suburb was between Raceview and Gatwick. 

Gatwick is the name of a forgotten race course outside London, now occupied by the Gatwick 

Airport. The racecourse was opened in 1891 and hosted steeplechases. During the First World 

War, the Grand National was run there under the name of the War National. The race course 

was closed in 1940 and the site taken over by the airport. The connection between the race 

course and our own Raceview is shown by the road, Gatwick Park Circle that takes a circular 

route around the large public park. Apart from the Gatwick Park, a length of open ground ran 

alongside Jubilist Street and Heidelberg Road.  

The name eventually chosen, Raceview, celebrated the vicinity of the suburb to the Newmarket 

Race Course. (Raceview is also the name of a town in Queensland, Australia.) To establish a 

theme, the streets names commemorate race horses, most notably a number of Durban July 

winners. The Durban July race was first run in 1897, covering 1 mile (about 1600 metres). 

Since 1970 the race has been lengthen to 2200 metres.  

The horses Raceview’s streets are named after include Lombard (July winner 1912), Rhanleigh 

(1914), Winnipeg (1915), Goldwing (1919), Collet (1922), Oriel (1924), Hussein (1927), Glen 

Albyn (1928), Petersfield (1936), Kipling (1940), Sadri (1941), (Silver) Phantom (1943). When 

Collet won the July in 1922, the winning jockey was the 12 year old apprentice Frank McGrath, 

an age record never to be broken since later apprentices were only allowed to jockey from age 

14. 

Other horses include Lenin, Candican and Hesperus. Lenin won both the Benoni Diamond 

Guineas (run at Gosforth Park, Germiston) and Holiday Inns at Turffontein in 1940. Known as 

‘The Big Candy’, Candican had considerable staying power, winning five Transvaal 

Handicaps, three Goldfields and two Johannesburg Autumn Handicaps, remaining a top 

division horse until the ripe old age of ten. 

Hesperus was owned by Len Oates and Myer Lewis of Newmarket. In 1938, after winning the 

Merchants’ Handicap in Johannesburg, Hesperus was invited to a challenge match with Pearl 

Dust, the filly of Dr Braun (later honoured with a main street in Verwoerd Park). With jockey 

G. Larivière riding Hesperus, the 4 year old horse was the favourite over the 2 year old Pearl 

Dust, ridden by Vic McMurtry. However, Pearl Dust literally left Hesperus eating her dust and 

won by ½ lengths. 
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Advertisement of the first stands in Raceview 

 


