
Suburbs of the 1960’s: Randhart 

With the increase of employment opportunities offered by the industries of Alrode in the 

1960’s, extra housing was urgently needed. In that decade four new suburbs were proclaimed, 

namely Randhart (1961), Alberante (1964), General Alberts Park and Brackenhurst (both in 

1968). 

Randhart developed as the Ascot Township, with 484 stands that included a stand for a 

cinema and a hotel in General Alberts Avenue. Unfortunately neither became a reality. The 

marketing for the suburb ran: ‘It is the aim of the township owners to provide attractive well-

placed homes in the price range R6500 to R7000 to assist wage earners, who may find it 

difficult to afford a more expensive home.’ The street names in the original part were named 

after family members of the developers, Edward Rogoff and Samuel Keidan. 

The streets of Extension 1 Randhart are named after poets/writers such as Totius, Mikro, 

Eugene Marais, Elizabeth Eybers and Van Wyk Louw. (In 1974 Extension 2 was proclaimed 

on the neighbouring farm Klipriviersberg, with streets named after precious stones.) 

In 1960 a competition was launched with prize money of £5 to the person coming up with the 

best name for the newest suburb, overlooking Reading Country Club. From amongst 178 

entries, the winner was Mrs Odendaal of Raceview. Her suggestion? Alberante. The streets 

received the names of Cape Governors (Cradock, Caledon, Somerset, Van der Graaf, 

Tulbagh, van der Stel and Grey). Extension 1 was proclaimed in 1969, with street names 

celebrating historical figures from the Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902 (such as Emily 

Hobhouse, Japie Greyling and Danie Theron). 

The housing scheme ‘within walking distance of Alrode’ received the name of General 

Alberts Park in 1968. With 15 designs to choose from, 280 houses were provided. The streets 

were named after trees and flowers. 
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