
 

South Crest and its divided past 

This northern suburb originated in 1936 as the brainchild of N.J. Basson (the person the later 

Johannesburg suburb Bassonia is named after). Basson was the son-in-law of Jan Meyer of 

Klipriviersberg. It is no surprise then that in the oldest part of South Crest, west of 

Voortrekker Road, streets have names such as Basson and Jan Meyer. The other lengthy 

streets are called Paul Kruger and Eeufees, in honour of the 1938 Great Trek celebrations. 

Louw Street is named after Susanna Louw, widow of Kerneels Meyer in whose farmhouse in 

Florentia the negotiations for the new suburb took place. Split and Vlei Streets cross the 

Meyer Spruit that flows from a fountain in the nearby Tulisa Park suburb. Primrose and 

Maydeep Streets are named after two of the smaller mines that operated in the Germiston area 

in the 1890’s. 

Although the suburb was considered to be part of Johannesburg, the Alberton Town Council 

was prepared to incorporate it into Alberton. They disliked the English name and wanted to 

change it to Alberton West. Basson refused. 

On the east side of Voortrekker Road, an extension to the suburb was laid out. A possible 

name was to be Crestview. The area was developed by a syndicate. By 1945, as a result of the 

Second World War, there was no water or lights available. Nevertheless, the firm Massing & 

Ingham built one of the earliest houses in 1947, close to the corner of Voortrekker Road and 

Pieterse Street. There they housed their workers from the timber factory close to the Alberton 

Station. 

The names of the streets reflect surnames of the developers – Boshoff, Dreyer, Pieterse, 

Humphreys, Bekker, Zeeman and Irving Steyn. The latter was a well-known businessman on 

the East Rand, with a street in Springs also named after him. 

In 1952 the Syndicate offered the suburb to the Alberton Town Council. Both parts of the 

suburb were incorporated into Alberton under the single name of South Crest. The suburb’s 

divided past is remembered in the fact that the oldest part still get their electricity from 

Johannesburg’s City Power, while the eastern part is serviced by the Ekurhuleni municipality. 
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