
The Alberton Coat of Arms  
 

When Alberton achieved the status of a town in 1939, it was decided that a Coat of 

Arms should be devised to mark this achievement. The new Town Council, already 

displaying the foresight that would become characteristic, agreed to involve the 

community by making the design a competition.  

  

On 23 September 1940, the council met to judge the 22 designs that were submitted. At 

that meeting it was recommended that the design submitted by Mr W H Coetzer, at that 

time a rising star in the South African art world, and who excelled particularly at 

historical subjects and symbolism, be adopted.  

 

The pair of eland at the top naturally represent the original Elandsfontein farm, and the 

Bible between them symbolised a central dependence on the word of God. The shield 

itself is composed of items familiar to the Voortrekkers, like powder horns and wagon 

yolks. Contained within the shield are four smoking chimneys and two cog-wheels, 

symbolic of Alberton’s wealth from industry. And central to that again, an ox wagon. It 

is interesting to note that the wagon is not outspanned and side-on to the viewer, but is 

vanishing rapidly into the distance, seen only from the back - symbolic of Alberton’s 

reputation for being in the vanguard. 

 

In the mid-sixties it was discovered that this Coat of Arms did not comply with 

recognised heraldic devices, and could not be registered. At that time the Government 

Archives did not employ a State Herald, and a Mr I Mitford-Barberton was approached 

to recommend changes. However, the Council neither liked the suggestions nor felt the 

need to change, and the matter was dropped. We’ll discuss more of this in our next 

article. 

 

 

           

          A young Mr Coetzer at work 

Mr W H Coetzer’s design 

– the first Coat of Arms 


