
Looking at the ’70s and part of the ’80s 
 

By 1970 there was a new fire station, administrative offices for the new Non-European 

Affairs Department, mechanic street cleaning equipment a new bridge over the Natal Spruit, 

administrative offices for the Parks Department, and two new white suburbs. By 1975 

administration of Thokoza was transferred from Alberton to the East Rand Bantu Affairs 

Administration Board. 

 

Almost unnoticed was the establishment of the “coloured” suburb of Eden Park. The name 

was derived from a combination of Edenvale and Kempton Park, since the township would 

house families “relocated” from these two areas. Naturally, the township would also take 

families from Germiston, Bedfordview and Alberton. The first house was handed over in 

1976, but development was hampered by a financial snarl-up, and the area was only 

proclaimed in 1982. The township was seen as a “consolidation” of coloured communities, a 

nice positive term for wrenching working-class people away from homes convenient to their 

place of employment. 

 

Edenpark had the opportunity to vote for their own Management Committees in 1978 (just in 

passing, motor enthusiasts would be interested to know that streets in Edenpark are named 

after motor cars, some makes of which are pretty scarce these days. When last did you see a 

Daf, for instance? And do you remember the Hudson?) 

 

Caught up though it was in the general trend of South African politics Alberton never-the-less 

showed some of the foresight and put it considerably ahead of the other municipalities on the 

Rand, by electing their first woman, Frieda Lindeque, to the council in 1977. Perhaps it did 

them good for a survey during that time showed that assessment rates in the municipality of 

Alberton were the lowest on the Reef, a fact that gain a lot of publicity. Another break with 

tradition came at the same time, when an English-speaking Mayor was elected. Doug Harris 

was important to Alberton both as a Mayor for two term of office, and because of his wife 

Louise, whom herself became Mayor in 1983. 

 

Again the Council proved themselves ahead of current thinking by providing grant to 

Professor Revil Mason for archaeological research in the area. And while the past was being 

examined, the award winning Alberton Boulevard was developing. In 1987 Louis Harris 

again accepted responsibility as Mayor, despite the recent loss of her husband, and in that 

year the Council tabled a budget of 108 million Rand. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madam Mayor Councillor Ms Louise Harris 


