
The Great Alberton Boulevard 
 

During the early 1990s, Voortrekker Street - between Redruth and Du Plessis Streets - was 

turned into the Alberton Boulevard. 

 

The concepts, designs and features of the Boulevard were developed after a comprehensive 

examination of shopping mall developments in Europe and the United States in order to 

combine the features of the best overseas malls, as well as adding unique innovations. The 

investigative team from the Council was led by Johann van der Merwe. Initial concepts to 

enclose the entire area were rejected as the result of that study. 

 

Construction started in May 1991 after the contract was awarded to CA Brand Civil 

Engineering Works. 

 

The project was termed a semi-mall. At the time a semi-mall was described as one in which 

‘limited access for cars (and other types of transport) is combined with a more pleasant and 

comfortable pedestrian environment in order to improve trading performance and enhance the 

aesthetic appeal of the area’. The idea was to transform the area into a ‘tree-lined union of all 

the shops on both the eastern and western sides of Voortrekker Road and Alberton City’, the 

latter having been built in 1986. 

 

The large integrated shopping environment would provide for improved pedestrian facilities, 

repaved and widened sidewalks, convenient pedestrian crossings, seating and a covered 

crosswalk. Planters containing trees and shrubbery were to be added. In the event, eleven trees 

were planted, the Arizona Ash chosen as the most adequate tree for the purpose of decoration. 

The tree grows up to 10 metres high and can withstand hot, dry conditions as well as cold 

conditions. 

 

The Boulevard was also designed with a water stage, surrounded by a pleasantly designed moat 

for marketing and promotional events (since removed), a circular colonnade for static or 

moving displays and promotions, as well as a children’s square at the southern end (that did 

not materialize). The Boulevard was to be balanced by the Alberton Lake development, a large 

man-made lake and pleasure resort on the other side of Alberton City, embracing the Natal 

Spruit. Those plans were eventually shelved. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

The construction of the Boulevard in the 90s 

 


