
Historic Sport Facilities: Newmarket Racecourse 
 

Newmarket Racecourse was established in 1938 in Alberton out of the race clubs, Rand Race 

Club and Newmarket Race Club.  

 

The first race course in South African History to win the Summer Handicap three times 

(1956, 1957 and 1958), was Java, associated with the small Alberton suburb Java Park. 

 

The introduction of night racing in the second half of the 1990s caused huge excitement with 

a turnout of more than 7 000 on the opening night on September 29, 1996. 

 

A record R8 million was wagered on the ninth race programme. 

 

On race day horses, jockeys, grooms, trainers and race horse owners converge to battle it out. 

But there is another head-to-head simmering behind the scenes – between racehorse owners 

and the company that runs their industry.  

 

In 1997 Gauteng signed a memorandum of understanding with the racing industry, including 

representatives of the three major Gauteng turf clubs, stipulating that racing and betting in the 

province would in future be managed by one corporation, Phumelela Gaming and Leisure 

Ltd. 

 

Phumelela states on its website that the "industry was in dire straits" when it took over, with 

most major courses failing to make a profit and public interest in decline. Until the start of 

corporatisation, horse racing had been the only form of legal gambling in South Africa. The  

site states that other forms of gambling were going to be legalised, which posed a threat to the 

racing industry. 

 

A shift in assets also took place. On 1 April 1999 Phumelela took over the Turffontein, 

Gosforth Park and Newmarket Turf clubs and the assets of the former Transvaal Totalisator 

Agency Board and Highveld Racing Authority. 

 

According to Phumelela's 2005 annual report, Newmarket was sold in 2005 for R22 million 

to a property developer. Phumelela reached a deal with the new owners that it would continue 

to lease Newmarket for R1 000 a month to stage a maximum of 36 race meetings a year  

until 31 May 2012. 

 

However, in 2006, the Newmarket owners paid Phumelela R40 million to terminate the lease 

agreement. In February 2007 racing ceased and Newmarket was demolished. 

 



 

 

The parade ring at the Newmarket Racecourse. The fortnightly meetings at this Alberton 

course attracts racegoers from all along the Witwatersrand. (Circa 1950) 


