
 

A corner of shops and petrol 
 

On the corner of 1st Avenue and Piet Retief Street stands the impressive building called 

‘Esserman’s’ with the date 1905 on the gable. That was the year that Sam Esserman 

established his small general dealership in town, putting up a tin shack on the stand. An 

immigrant from Lithuania, Esserman shrewdly built up his business.  

 

By 1911, the year in which Alberton could boast of its own railway and station, Esserman 

was in a position to replace the tin shack with the building that still graces Stand 218 to this 

day. In 1933 he sold the business to the Rudolph family. They continued the general 

dealership, and in 1949 added to it the sale of bicycles. In 1959 Israel Rudolph built the block 

of flats called Springbok Hof on the stand behind the historic building. 

 

Across the street, 5 Piet Retief Street, there used to be a cafe that regularly changed both 

owners and its name. At one stage it was known as the Alberton Cafe, then the Unique Cafe 

and later the Palace Cafe. The building was demolished in 1956. It was on the same stand 

that owner Beatrice Rudolph in 1927 applied to have the very first petrol pump in town. 

Today the site is occupied by the flats Turner’s Place and Rusthof. 

 

Stand 188, known as 3 Piet Retief Street, Jan Venter hired from Giel Scheepers. In 1928 

Venter also applied to erect a petrol pump. More and more people started buying 

automobiles. In 1940 Katie Sinden established her clothing shop there. 

 

At the other corner, where the block of flats Panmar Hof stands today, the Fisher family had 

a beautiful wood-and-iron house. Henry Fisher, prominent member of the Methodist 

congregation, also was one of the first members of the Alberton Health Committee, 

forerunner of the Town Council. 

 

 

An exclamation mark in Alberton North – Esserman’s Building with the date on the gable 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In earlier years the Alberton Café (later the Unique Café and  the Palace Café) was on 

the corner at 5 Piet Retief Street 


