
Alberton and its streets: New Redruth_1 

By the time New Redruth was incorporated as a suburb of Alberton in 1936, it had been an 

independent town for over twenty years. As with Alberton, it was laid out on a portion of the farm 

Elandsfontein. The stands were huge, meant to be agricultural holdings. Its two notable open spaces 

were Trelawny Park and Market Square, only one of which survives. 

When business partners Rothschild and Coronel laid out their new town in 1912, it was said that they 

chose place names from the county Cornwall in England in order to attract buyers from amongst the 

Cornish miners working on the Witwatersrand. It was also said that Rothschild named the township 

New Redruth after Redruth, the town of his birth in Cornwall. 

Cornwall is the western- and southernmost county in England. It borders the Celtic Sea on the north 

and east, the English Channel on the south and county Devon to the east. Before declining in the mid 

19th century, the Cornish towns of Redruth and Camborne served as important centres for the tin and 

copper mining in Cornwall. After the discovery of gold on the Witwatersrand in 1886, Cornish 

miners were in high demand with their knowledge of hard rock mining. 

With a number of interesting exceptions, New Redruth street names echo the name of Cornish towns: 

Bodmin, Camborne, Camelford, Chasewater, Falmouth, Fowey, Helston, Padstow, Launceston, 

Looe, Newquay, Penzance, Porthpean, Saltash, St Austell, St Columb, Telawarren and Truro. 

When originally laid out, New Redruth stretched from St Austell Street in the north, Bodmin in the 

west and Padstow in the south. The eastern border was ragged to accommodate the large parcel of 

excluded farmland and the right of way along the Natal spruit for watering cattle. 

The largest open space is officially called Trelawny Park, bordered by Fore-, St Aubyn- ,Eaton 

Terrace- and Trelawny streets. Unofficially it has long been known as Eeufees Koppie, very popular 

in the earliest years for picnics and the annual December 16th celebrations. The construction of the 

Ring Road West in the 1980’s tarred a chunk of the park. The name celebrates the Cornish Bishop 

Jonathan Trelawny of Bristol. In the 1680’s the bishop was imprisoned in the Tower of London after 

displeasing the king. His courage is remembered in the Cornish national anthem: 

“A good sword and a trusty hand! A merry heart and true! 

King James’ men shall understand what Cornish lads can do!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
One of New Redruth’s streets is 

named after Bishop Jonathan 
Trelawny 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Jonathan Trelawny was imprisoned in the 

Tower of Londen in the 1680s.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reading Country Club in 

New Redruth is well known. 


