
Historical Crossing 

New Redruth – Fore Street 

The so-called Feeskoppie is a natural lava formation, one of the most westerly 

spurs of the Klipriviersberg range. Already in the 1840’s it served as a 

stronghold for the Voortrekkers against attacks and wild animals. From 1894, 

ten years before Alberton was founded, there is evidence that it was used for the 

annual December 16th .commemorations. 

When New Redruth was laid-out in 1912, the area was proclaimed a public 

open space, bordered by Fore-, Trewlawny-, Eaton Terrace- and St Aubyn 

Streets. In sympathy with the Cornish names given to the surrounding streets, 

the park was officially named ‘Trelawny Park’. The park was extensively used 

for picnics. Unfortunately due to the building of the Western Bypass road, a part 

of the park was built over. 

On the opposite corner of Fore Street, the stands were sold to the Dutch 

Reformed congregation in the 1940’s. In 1947 the church in Van Riebeeck 

Avenue founded the congregation known as Alberton-West.  

The design of the church was based on that of Cradock’s church, based on St 

Martin’s in the Fields in London. (The London church was built in 1724 by 

James Gibbs in the Neo-classical style. The building was widely copied, 

especially in America).  

The architect firm of Vermooten & Baker was engaged to make the New 

Redruth building a reality. Due to the name of architect Tommie Baker, later 

rumours started that the church was designed by Herbert Baker, architect of the 

Union Buildings outside Pretoria. The church was inaugurated in June 1950, 

and after extensive restoration, re-opened in 1982. Also due to building of the 

Western Bypass, the main entrance had to be moved to Fore Street. 

 

 

 

 

 



Aerial photo taken around 1950. On the left is the almost completed church building (still 

surrounding with scaffolding) and Trelawny Park on the right 

 

 

 

Newspaper advertisement from 1918 for 

a picnic held at Trewlany Park 

 

 

 

 

 

Program for the inauguration for 

the church building in June 1950 


