
Historical Corner – New Redruth (3) Voortrekker Road & Redruth 

Street 

The corner of Voortrekker Road and Redruth Street was one of the first in New Redruth to develop 

after establishment of a second commercial centre in Alberton (the first being along Van Riebeeck 

Avenue) was approved in 1938.  

The news of the building of a hotel to serve the nearby Palmietfontein Airport, was met with great 

excitement, not least of all since a liquor license was also to be granted. The plans for the hotel was 

approved in June 1938, the building and the ground taking up five stands along Voortrekker Road, 

extending around the corner into Redruth Street. The newspapers of the day reported, ‘Pleasure 

seekers on the East Rand in search of something new and different have now a delightful new 

rendezvous where they can spend many a pleasant hour.’ 

The hotel, variously called New Redruth Hotel and Airport Hotel, consisted of three storeys with a 

circular structure on the corner, where the bar was situated. The hotel started out with 34 rooms 

and eight apartments for permanent residents. Features included the ballroom with a spring floor, 

lounges on each floor and a wall depicting the Johannesburg skyline, complete with mine dumps. 

On the roof was a garden with palms, overlooking the first swimming pool built in town.  

The hotel was demolished in 2001, the site now housing Barlow World. 

Opposite the hotel the New Palace Cafe opened its doors in 1940, followed by the Grand Cafe, Blue 

Bird Cafe and York Cheese Factory until Alberton’s first skyscraper, Royal York was built on the 

corner in 1973. 

Older residents may also remember Bert’s Garage, on the site of Booysens’ garage. Booyens also 

(unsuccessfully) applied to open a cinema across from the hotel. 

On the opposite corner of Voortrekker Road and Redruth Street, Pieter le Maitre and Joseph 

Bowles started their New Redruth Garage in 1939. The garage went through a number of name 

changes (Heidelberg Road and later Durban Road Service Station) before the stand was converted 

to McNicol Motors in the 1950s. 
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