
Historical corner 

Between Voortrekker Road and Natal Spruit 

With the expansion of Alberton in the 1930’s by the inclusion of New Redruth and the new 

suburb of Florentia, the Town Council intended to erect a larger Town Hall on the Eeufees 

Square in Van Riebeeck Avenue. The public objected to losing the open space. Even though 

the existing Town Hall was enlarged in 1938, it soon became too small to serve the needs of 

the rapidly expanding town. Towards the end of the Second World War in 1945, the 

Municipality was urgently seeking open land closer to the centre of their juridical area. 

Between Voortrekker Road and Natalspruit was an area of 39 acres that had been excluded 

from the proclamation of New Redruth in 1912. Two historic farmhouses of the Meyer 

family from the 19th century stood on the land, next to a furrow from the stream. In 1940 the 

businessman Nicholas Kapousousolgo erected Transvaal House, with shops on the ground 

floor and flats on the second. He tried unsuccessfully to proclaim the suburb of Nicholasville 

there. Since 1944 J.F. Gerald operated his vegetable gardens on the banks of the stream. 

In 1951 the municipality was offered the land and all buildings on it for sale for £65 000. The 

transaction was registered in October 1953 but the planning for the new municipal centre 

only began in all earnest nine years later. The historical houses were demolished and the 

tenants of Transvaal House had to find alternative accommodation. The well-known 

Portuguese Gardens where vegetables could be purchased straight from the soil, vanished, 

together with Fowey Street. The greater part of Saltash Street was closed (later replaced with 

Alwyn Taljaard Street, named after the Town Clerk). 

In February 1976 the halls of the Civic Centre were put into use. Two years later the big new 

post office next to Du Plessis Road started serving the public. In January 1984 the municipal 

office buildings, between the two abovementioned, was officially opened. 

With space still available, the Alberton City shopping centre was erected in 1986 and later 

enlarged. The old family graveyard between Voortrekker Road and Clinton Road was 

removed in 1990 to make way for more parking. 



 

Die oop stuk grond waar Alberton 

City in 1986 gebou is, kan hier 

duidelik gesien word 

 


