
Brackenhurst Methodist Church: 40 years old 
 

In 1974 the Rev. Demetris Palos (Jimmy) became the resident minister of the Alberton 

Methodist Church. When he arrived one of the main challenges he faced was to, apart from 

shepherding the Alberton Church, build up the Brackenhurst Church – at the time a few 

people meeting in the home of one of the members. It was also the years in which, as a result 

of a ‘Planned Giving’ (Financial) drive by the Alberton Church, money became available for 

“activating and sustaining the Brackenhurst mission, which included purchasing two stands 

for the future building of a Hall and then a Church, and starting a Sunday School.”  

Rev. Palos would later, in 1975, write to the congregations, Alberton and Brackenhurst; 

“Without the support of the members of the Society the target of R65 000. 00 of the 

campaign could not have been reached….” It was part of this money that was allocated to 

Brackenhurst for its growth, making it possible to start exploring the possibility of buying 

property and expand as a congregation. 

In addition to Rev. Palos the Conference of the 

Methodist Church in 1973 appointed a Pastor 

(Prospective Candidate for the Ordained 

Ministry) Fred Toerien to Alberton with the 

appointment stating that he was to help out at the 

Brackenhurst Church as well. 

The Brackenhurst Sunday Services started at the 

home of the Moss family in Holzgen Street 

Brackenhurst. From the records available it is 

reported that “… as the members numbers grew, 

Des had to break out the lounge wall through to 

the dining room to accommodate the 

congregation.” 

It was clear that more money was needed for the 

future growth of both Alberton and Brackenhurst 

and so another Planned Giving Campaign was 

launched in 1975. Although two stands were 

purchased for Brackenhurst by then a third stand 

would have to be bought as well as the building 

of a manse – this was to cost R25 000.00. 
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In 1975 Pastor Fred Toerien was replaced by Pastor Athol Emmett. 

In 1975 Alberton and Brackenhurst Methodist congregations 

were part of the Germiston Circuit. The Rev. HV Miller became 

the new Circuit Superintendent for Germiston in 1976. A 

request was made for money to purchase a third stand to be used 

for parking when the new Hall was built. The Hall would cost R80 000. They, however, also 

offered an alternative: “a prefab with brick façade would cost R25 000.” In April 1976 it was 

agreed that Brackenhurst could buy the third stand opening up the way for a Hall to be build. 

“After our Planned Giving Campaign we raised enough to pay for two stands at Brackenhurst 

in 1974/5.”   

 

It was resolved that Brackenhurst would be established as a new and separate Society and that 

Alberton complete the payment for the two stands already purchased.  

 

In 1976 Alberton and Brackenhurst had a combined membership of about 1 000 families. 

Alberton had about 850 families that left Brackenhurst with about 150 families. 

The Church goes in faith beyond bounderies 
 

An extraordinary symbol 

of the cross 
 

The Church building between exclamation marks of trees 
 



 

Later on in the letter: regarding the work in Brackenhurst in1976, Pastor Emmett wrote: “Most 

people are busy establishing homes, gardens, etc., and some still try to retain links with their 

churches in Johannesburg. Most new families that are being picked up are through Baptisms 

and a few through Sunday School, (now 170 children on the roll) and problem counselling.” 

 

The 1977 Conference of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa acknowledged Brackenhurst 

as a Society within the Germiston Circuit and agreed to place a senior (unmarried) experienced 

Probationer at Brackenhurst. That man turned out to be (Reverend) David Hart. The hall was 

completed in 1977 with the first service held on 23 October 1977.  

 

The dedication and generosity of the Alberton and Brackenhurst members had once more been 

shown. The fact that Brackenhurst was up-and-running as a Society virtually within five years 

of starting underlies this fact. 

The current church leaders: Susan Doran, Virna-Lisa Odendaal, Rev. Faan Myburgh, 

Catherine Seshabela, Shaun Lepele, Rev. Ina Guy, Sthome Xaba 
 


