
St Therese Catholic Parish, Alberton 
  

According to the records, the first Mass was offered in Alberton by Father Tony Daverin, the 

newly appointed parish priest of St Augustine’s, Germiston, who came over on Sunday 

August 22nd 1948. The house was called ‘Rosedene’, residence of the Garland family, next to 

Voortrekker Road, built in 1946 at the junction of Natalspruit and the stream from New 

Redruth. Twenty one people were present and in the visits that followed, the numbers 

increased, until the large room and the adjoining veranda proved quite inadequate. 

 

That very spot had earlier Catholic associations as in the 1920s the parishioners of St Anne’s, 

Belgravia, used to gather there for their Annual Parish Picnic every Easter Monday, travelling 

on bicycles and even mule-drawn wagons.  

 

Other possible meeting places were suggested, the local ‘Reno’ Cinema (in Van Riebeeck 

Avenue) among them. Then an approach was made to the Shane family who managed the 

Newmarket Hotel in Voortrekker Road. They very generously put the Dance Hall at our 

disposal for a regular weekly Sunday Mass. The hotel served as the ‘church’ for over 9 years. 

It required many willing helpers as well as the hotel staff, to clear the hall after the Saturday 

evening functions, set up and prepare the altar and arrange the seating. But all was ready in 

time for 8 o’clock Sunday morning. 

 

The initial committee had requested the patronage of St Thérèse for their parish. Despite the 

fact that there was already a parish in Edenvale by the same name, the Bishop’s approval was 

granted. St Thérèse Martin was a French Carmelite who died at a young age in 1897 and is 

well-known for her spiritual teaching called ‘The Little Way’. 

(Adapted from the booklet ‘Souvenir of our Silver Jubilee’, with permission from the parish) 

The new Market Hotel (picture above) served as the 

‘church’ for over 9 years. After the Saturday functions the 

hall was cleared, the seating arranged and the altar 

prepared for the weekly Sunday Mass.  

 

Picture on the right: St Theresa of St Thérèse Martin of 

Lisieux was a French Carmelite who died at a young age 

in 1897 and is well-known for her spiritual teaching called 

‘The Little Way”. 

 
 



After having the generous use of the Dance Hall at the Newmarket Hotel for many years, the 

parish of St Thérèse had urgent need of more permanent church building. In 1958, the old 

Meyer homestead in Fick Road, Florentia came up for sale. Several churches and 

organisations were interested and made plans for its purchase. While others hesitated, the 

watchful and business-like Father Damerin with the Bishop’s approval stepped in and 

clinched the sale at a very satisfactory figure. 

 

 

The house, named ‘Welgelegen’ was built in 1904, the plans drawn up by the Johannesburg 

architect’s firm of Toogood & Elton. A sweeping curve of many steps still makes an 

imposing entrance to bring the visitor to the wide veranda that runs right round the house. Its 

first owner was Johan Georg Meyer. The Meyer family occupied the house until the 1940’s. 

After being run as a boarding house for a number of years, the house was sold to the 

Governor General’s Orphanage in 1947. Some 40 boys were housed within its walls. 

It took time to finalise the transfer and then plan 

the many alterations to change a large farm 

residence into a suitable, if temporary, church. 

Under the sure guidance of one of the 

parishioners, an engineer, a constructed steel 

framework was fixed above the ceiling to hold the 

roof so that the inside walls could be removed and 

give us a large space to serve as the church. About 

250 people could be accommodated at each of the 

three Masses.  

It was on the occasion of its formal opening that 

Bishop Boyle came to bless the edifice and offer 

Holy Mass on the eve of the Assumption, 14th 

August 1960. 

 

(Adapted from the booklet ‘Souvenir 

of our Silver Jubilee’, with permission 

from the parish) 
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Alberton parish has 

always been under the 

priestly care of the 

Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate (O.M.I.). 

Father George Clark was 

parish priest and the first 

resident priest in 

Alberton (1960-1965). 

He was in charge when 

the homestead 

‘Welgegelen’ was 

acquired and supervised 

the necessary alterations 

from orphanage to 

church. He was 

1. Old and new church side by side 

2. Our Ladys’s grotto 

3. Pet’s blessing by Father Burglar 
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succeeded by Father T Bresnan. When the latter returned to Ireland, he was replaced by 

Father John Hennessey. Father John’s stay will live long in the memory of parishioners. His 

forceful character, vehement preaching and zeal has left its mark while the Christmas Carols 

outdoor service will always be associated with him. 

Father P. Keogh followed for a space of 12 months before Father John Brady headed the 

parish from 1972. Father Brady is long remembered for work with the archives of the 

Diocese of Johannesburg. 

In January 1978 the building of the large custom-built church was started. The new church, 

complete with beautiful stained glass windows, was opened and blessed on January 23 1979 

by Archbishop J.P. Fitzgerald. After serving as church for eighteen years, the house 

continued to serve in the capacity of church hall, function venue and meeting place. 

In 1985 the present parish priest Father Kevin Bugler was appointed and has faithfully served 

the parish for over thirty years. During his ti  me, the popular annual October Festa became 

established and the equally popular Pet Blessing for the feast day of St Francis of Assisi. 

In 2010 the parish celebrated their Golden Jubilee, grateful for the fifty fruitful years as 

Alberton Catholic community since 1960. 

(With thanks to Fr Bugler and the parish for the information and their co-operation) 


