
The Alberton Methodist Church, (1905 to 1918) 

By John Williams 

Late 1905, and Alberton township is only a year old. On the corner of Piet Retief Street (then 

1st Street) and 1st Avenue stands a wood and corrugated-iron house, the Fisher home, one of 

only a few  in the new township. A small group of Methodists, the Fishers, Patricks and 

Jacksons, gather for their first service. A photograph is taken, and Alberton Methodism is 

born. 

In 1910 services moved to the Dutch 

Reformed church, (late morning), and in 

1911 to the new “Mission Hall”, sharing 

services with the Presbyterians in the 

afternoon. Germiston regarded Alberton 

as a mission field and called the church 

the “Wesleyan Mission”, sending a 

minister once a month to preach and to 

baptise and visit members. They would 

cycle the long gravel road by 

“pushbike” to and from Germiston, 

while on other Sundays it was the 

congregation’s turn to trek to Germiston 

by horse and cart over dusty or muddy 

roads - very hardy preachers and very 

hardy parishioners!   

In 1916 Stand 382 in Van 

Riebeeck Ave (then 3rd Ave) 

was obtained “as a gift”. 

This was in response to a 

letter from Rev John 

Howard, in which he stated 

that “our people have very 

limited incomes........” but 

“we are certain that what we 

should put up would be a 

very welcome addition to the 

TOWNSHIP”.  A “red brick 

church”, described as a 

“traditional Wesleyan, long, 

narrow building with three 

gothic windows on each 

side”, was built at a cost of 

£400 sterling. It was opened 

in 1918 by “everybody’s 

grandfather”, Rev. Amos 

Burnet.  

The Pioneers of the Alberton Methodist Church had come a long way. The difficult years had 

not deterred them. They enjoyed their church meetings, family gatherings and celebrations, 
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dressing up in their suits and lovely long dresses – just as that day in 1905 on the stoep of the 

Fisher’s home! But much work and many hardships still lay ahead. 

1919 to 1945  

The Wesleyan Mission Church, opened in 1918, would serve the Alberton community for the 

next 30 years. It was situated opposite to where the “Bloumeul” stands today, in a slowly 

developing township still then of gravel roads. As Alberton could not afford one, Germiston 

ministers had to minister to their Alberton and Germiston congregants through the tough 

times of the 1918 flu epidemic, 1922 miners revolt on the Rand, the stock-market crash of 

1930, and the terrible World War of 1939-1945. But stalwarts such as the Coetzees (a street 

was named after Jan Coetzee), Downeys, Harris’, and many others kept Christ’s work going 

through the tough and good times.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church with hall extensions of 1971. Note the famous lava boulder in the foreground. 

 

Rev Fred Cox (left) and Rev. JB Webb (top) 



In 1919 the first Sunday School Superintendent was appointed, the Sunday School slowly 

growing to 120 in 1939. Germiston Conference changed the name Wesleyan Mission to 

Alberton Methodist in 1937. In 1945 the Alberton Town Council declared the ground in Van 

Riebeeck Avenue a business area. The 30-year old “red-brick” Church, with 1933 

vestry/office additions, was sold for £1 500 sterling and, under the strong guidance of the Rev 

Freddy Cox, three small Stands at the then cul-de-sac on Van Rensburg Street were 

purchased.  

The very hard lava rock of the new site took longer to excavate for foundations than the 

actual building of the new church itself! Early in 1948 the last service was held in the old 

Wesleyan church, the building was demolished and eventually replaced by the “SPQR 

Stores”. The new church was officially opened on 13 March 1948 by the well-known Rev 

J.B. Webb. The Coetzee family presented a large bible in “Thanksgiving to God”, this bible 

still being in the possession of the Church to this day.  

The new church faced north to old Alberton, as though emphasising its continuing links to its 

past, yet standing on the rocky outcrop in (then) splendid isolation, all shiny new, waiting for 

the future to gather around it!   

1948 to 1990 

The second Methodist church building, opened in 1948, would be the Methodists home until 

1990. It was still served by Germiston ministers until 1958 when the congregation finally got 

their very first resident minister, Pastor Douglas Barnes! The first ordained resident minister 

was the “very colourful” Rev Basil Moore (1963-1964) who had a four-piece orchestra 

accompanying the choir! The Star newspaper headlined: “Methodists sing hymns to swing 

in Alberton church” and “Standing room only”.  He even had an LP vinyl record recorded! 

 

 

 

 

 



In 1971 a new hall and Sunday school complex was added, and a new manse built in 1977 on 

the west side. In 1977 the membership numbered approx. 2300, with 500 children in the 

Sunday school! The minister at the time was Demetris (Jimmy) Palos (1974-1978), who left a 

legacy of strong pastoral work, the OCS Planned Giving campaign, and the establishing of 

the Brackenhurst Church. The phenomenal growth of the Sunday school (650 children and 51 

teachers in 1979) was largely due to two dedicated superintendants, Ralph Clack followed by 

Percy Howroyd. 

 

Demetris was followed by the 

Rev James Baker (1979 – 

1991), assisted by a 

succession of assistant 

(probation) ministers. He was 

a very caring, pastoral 

minister who found a great 

deal of his time taken up with 

the planning, fundraising and 

building of a new church 

complex in New Market 

Estates. The present church 

had become too small and 

parking extremely limited, as 

well as the Town Council 

planning to build a new ring-

road close to the property. The 

new project was ten years in 

the planning and execution. 

Before moving to George in 

the Cape, James encouraged the writing of the Alberton church history, a centenary history 

eventually being published in 2005 (John Williams, “One Hundred .... Not Out!” obtainable 

from the Alberton Church). 

 

The “church on the rock” still stands overlooking modern Alberton.  It had had eleven 

ministers in forty-two years, and now it had served its purpose. Time to move to the “horse 

and manure belt”! 

 

1990 to 2016 

The new church building in Newmarket Estate (the third 

Methodist church complex in Alberton), was officially 

opened on 25 February 1990 by Rev James Baker and 

the District Bishop, Rev Lukhele. The complex (part of 

which was built by members of the gongregation), 

was completed as two halls, Sunday school and offices 

on a four acre stand, off Heidelberg Road. It was soon 

realised that it would not be possible to raise the funds 

for a church proper, so the main hall was revamped to 

become the church sanctuary itself. For many years the 

congregation was pestered by flies and horses!  
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At the end of 1991 James Baker left Alberton. He died 

in George in 2004 and the family was given a grand 

farewell appropriate for their 12 years of unstinting 

service in Alberton. In 1992 Rev Neill Robinson was 

appointed senior minister, and over the years would be 

aided by assistant ministers, youth pastors and a pastoral 

assistant. When he left at the end of 2005 he had 

become the church’s longest serving minister. In his 

time at Alberton the offices, kitchen and entrance were 

rebuilt and a lovely chapel built on the north side of the 

church. 

  

For a full week in May 2005 the Methodist community 

celebrated the church’s centenary (1905 – 2005). Many 

past ministers attended the final night’s events and “a 

great time was had by all”. Neill’s lasting legacy is the 

well-known and well run AMCARE (“Neill’s dream” - 

Alberton Methodist Church Care and Relief 

Enterprise), established on a purchased stand adjoining 

the church property. (Strange is life, for he passed to Higher Service on 24 June 2016, in the 

Hospice on the AMCARE property itself!) 

 

 

Ten further years have passed since the centenary and there is no reason, if the church leaders 

listen and adhere to God’s True Word and Guidance, why the Alberton Church should 

not continue to serve Alberton until Christ comes again! 
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