
11. Alberton in the media 1915/-16 
 

East Rand Express – 12 June 1915 

A miner, residing at Alberton was fined with five days’ imprisonment, for using obscene and 

insulting language toward Mr Overbury, the sub-postmaster of Alberton. The accused was also 

charged with threatening to assault him.  

The Magistrate, in passing sentence, remarked that Government servants, from whom civility 

was expected, must be protected from insults and indignities of this description. 

East Rand Express – 6 November 1915 

On Tuesday afternoon Lady Florence Phillips, wife of mining magnate Sir Lionel, visited 

Alberton to inspect the Atmore Torch Company’s factory. This business manufactures tshisa 

sticks for the mines. The sticks here do not throw off the poisonous smoke which is the case 

with most of its competitors. 

Mr Atmore, manager of the company told of the difficulties of establishing the factory. Lady 

Phillips took a keen interest in the work of the women and girls, of whom there were over a 

dozen busily employed. Thirty-six girls could be employed there. It helped to cultivate a spirit 

of self-dependence. Mothers were thankful the factory existed for the money brought into the 

homes. In South Africa, employment of the half million young people under 16 was a serious 

problem. 

Mr Overbury, speaking on behalf of the residents, warmly thanked Lady Phillips for her visit. 

The National Anthem was sung and three cheers for her Ladyship were enthusiastically 

accorded. 

East Rand Express – 18 November 1916 

In response to an appeal from SA headquarters to all Girl 

Guide troops to organise some effort in aid of the 

Governor-General’s Fund, Girl Guides of Alberton held 

a most successful concert in the Mission Hall. 

The chief feature of the concert was a tableau entitled 

‘The Birth of the Union Jack’, the various parts being 

filled by the Scouts and Guides. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

George Overbury, first postmaster of Alberton 


