
Alberton in the media (1926) 
 

East Rand Express – 30 July 1926 

There was a good attendance at a public meeting called by the Health Committee last Friday 

night in the Town Hall. Mr Vermooten, Chairman, presided. He said that the Committee was 

endeavouring to obtain a lighting system for the village. Before they could embark on the 

scheme, the Government auditors had to be convinced that the system would pay its way and 

the town’s financial position warranted the expenditure. He urged all those who would be 

prepared to use electric lighting to sign the list in the office so that the Committee might be in 

a position to lay a scheme before the Auditor. 

East Rand Express – 8 October 1926 

There was a large gathering of citizens last Thursday in front of the new Post Office when the 

Minister of Posts and Telegraphs (Walter Madeley) performed the opening ceremony. He 

was accompanied by the Minister of Defence (Colonel Cresswell), Mr Jamieson (from the 

Postmaster-General’s office), Mr St. Hill (Postmaster of Germiston) and Mr Hans Meyer. 

Mr Franz Holzgen presided over the gathering, recounting the events that had led up to the 

building of the new Post Office. The Committee has been striving to this end of sixteen years. 

Even since the Health Committee had been formed, they had been endeavouring to obtain 

this Post Office. In 1923 the promise was made that if there was found to be sufficient postal 

business being done in Alberton, the Government would review the situation. 

Although the present had prospered, no one should forget the past. Mr George Overbury, who 

had been in charge of the postal agency had worked for (the Postal Authorities) for 17 years. 

They expressed appreciation of his services. They were also glad that Miss Bester had been 

appointed to the position of Post Mistress. 

Mr Madeley congratulated the Health Committee on the persistence of their efforts that had 

ended so successfully. He concluded by wishing the community all postal and financial 

success. As postal business grew in Alberton, they hoped to extend the premises. He then 

formally declared the post office open. 



 

Post Office opened in 1926 with Postmistress Lil Bester 


