
15. Alberton in the media (1926-1927) 

From 1924, the East Rand Express had competition as the leading newspaper on the East 

Rand. Editor William Hills realized that the shift of economic power from Boksburg to 

Germiston necessitated the establishment of a new newspaper ‘Germiston Advocate & East 

Rand Record’, advertising itself as ‘the organ of the greatest railway centre in South Africa’. 

Both newspapers under his editorship remained strictly English until 1929. 

Germiston Advocate 16 December 1926 

Alberton is going ahead. A lot of speculation in land and property is taking place. A local 

speculator of Parklands has put through deals of over £1000. No doubt, this is due to the new 

railway shops in Germiston that is bound to have a big effect on Alberton. As Alberton is 

considered one of the healthiest villages on the Reef the residents are looking forward to a big 

percentage of the new employees. 

Germiston Advocate 7 July 1927 

Great interest is being taken in the erection of the new Dutch Reformed Church, very nearly 

completed and much credit is given to the builders for their skilful and neat work. The 

church, it is estimated, will hold about 400 people. 

The village is suffering from a general outbreak of chicken pox. The principal of the English 

Medium School had a very severe attack. 

The question of the water supply is becoming very serious; more than one half on the wells 

are dry and large quantities of water are being taken from the public well. Quite a number of 

people have had their wells dug deeper but with no results, for there seems to be no water. 

Great discussions are taking place about the laying-on of the electric light, hopefully very 

soon. For years this has been the greatest question of discussions but no steps to further its 

development have been taken. 

Germiston Advocate – 13 October 1927  

The Dutch Reformed Church is now completed and it is to be opened on the 12th of 

November. There is great rivalry among the young people as to who will be the first married 

in the new. 
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