
16. Alberton in the media (1928) 
 

East Rand Express – 9 February 1928 

Great Day – after twenty years of candles, Alberton at last getting electric light! 

The whole population of Alberton – to the number of about 2000 – turned out last Friday 

evening to see the Administrator of the Transvaal, Jan Hofmeyr) turn on the electric light. The 

ceremony took place on the roof of the porch of the Town Hall. 

Mr Hofmeyer warmly congratulated Alberton on bringing the lighting scheme to a successful 

issue. While he frequently opened schools, roads and bridges, he was present that evening as 

an apostle of light. He welcomed the step forward, taking its place in the march of progress. It 

was also the one town in the Transvaal that remained ‘dry’ – where liquor could not be bought. 

In that respect it was light not only to itself but to the whole of the Transvaal. 

Mr Vermooten (Chairman of the Health Committee) said Mr Hofmeyr had arrived in the dark 

but would leave in the light. 

Alberton was the second Health Committee to have its own electric lighting scheme. It has 

been able to take its latest step forward largely because it was situated so closely to the Victoria 

Falls Power Company (at Germiston Lake) and was thus able to buy its power in bulk. It would 

only cost 2 pennies per unit for power used in the daytime. The Health Committee obtained a 

loan of £5000 and already some 220 householders have had the light installed. 

The Administrator, who was greeted with loud applause, then pressed the button that switched 

on the light. Instantly the whole town was illuminated, the Town Hall being very effectively 

outlined with coloured electric globes. 

A very fine display of fireworks was then given on (Eeufees) Square, followed by a dance in 

the Town Hall, that brought to a close a memorable day in the history of Alberton. 

Germiston Advocate – 6 June 1928 

Alberton continued to forge ahead and looks quite metropolitan with the new electric lights. 

No one has an excuse now on a Sunday night for not going to church. 
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