
18. Alberton in the media (1936-’38) 
  

With the addition of electricity in 1928 and central water supply in 1930, Alberton attained 

the status of a village in 1936. In the same year the first official suburb, Florentia, was laid 

out. In 1937 the adjacent but independent townships of New Redruth and Norton’s Small 

Farms were incorporated into Alberton. To celebrate its progress, the tiny Town Hall built in 

1919 was enlarged and dedicated in April 1938. 

Germiston Advocate – 18 September 1936 

Germiston assumed a Christmas card appearance last Friday. This was the first heavy 

snowfall since 1926. It begun about 8am and lasted until well into the afternoon. Millions and 

millions of snowflakes covered everything in a mantle of white. As a result, little work was 

done. Snowball battles were the order of the day. 

Germiston Advocate – 20 August 

Under the enlightened guidance of its Village Council, Alberton has made enormous strides 

in recent years. Negotiations are now proceeding between the Council and the postal 

authorities, whereby Alberton’s phone users will be placed on the same level as users in 

Germiston and not charged a higher rental and have its own telephone exchange. 

The Town Hall is being extensively enlarged. A Council Chamber is being added, also new 

offices and the whole building will be made longer by about 29 feet. The estimated cost of 

this is £6 000. 

Germiston Advocate – 17 June 1938 

In the death of Renier Meyer, principal of the Paul Kruger School, Alberton has lost one of 

its most prominent citizens. The huge gathering at the funeral on Monday afternoon was 

testimony to the esteem in which he was held by all. More than 1 000 people were present, 

prominent amongst them being members of his staff and leading figures in educational circles 

from all over the Reef. 

He was born in 1895. In 1926 he joined the staff of the Paul Kruger School and in 1930 

became principal. He was not content to limit his activities to school affairs. For seven years 

he was a member of the local authority. 



 

The new Town Hall soon after completion in 1938 


