
19. Alberton in the media_1939 (part 1) 
  

During its growth-spurt following the election of the Village Council in 1936, our town 

presented diverse progress and problems. Leading up to the formation of the Town Council in 

October 1939, the Germiston Advocate was kept buzzing with snippets. 

 

7 April 1939 

 

 The public of Alberton is provided with several sports facilities of which the tennis 

courts, adjoining the rugby and soccer fields, near the station, is not the least. Through 

the generosity and goodwill of the Health Committee of the past, and the present 

Council, the three courts are offered to the public free of charge, as well as the water 

used in the upkeep. 

 On the corner of 3rd Avenue and Main Street, the chemist sign will now hang as an 

invitation to every member of the community to visit this up-to-date establishment. 

The new building is an acquisition to Alberton. 

 Quite an impressive event was the united signing by all the Village Councillors of a 

petition to the Administrator asking that the status of the Alberton Council should be 

raised to that of a Town Council with full powers of a major municipality. 

 With the continued growth of Alberton and its suburbs, a new problem has arisen – 

should private people keep cows? 

 

Most of the citizens have been accustomed to dealing with stock all their lives and naturally 

want a good supply of milk for their children. But while this is simple on smallholdings, it is 

not so simple on township stands. 

 

A Florentia resident was present at the Alberton Municipal offices, asking if he would be 

permitted to keep a cow on his stand. The by-laws read that he should have a proper brick 

cowshed with floor and drainage, and have a licence if he intends to sell the milk. 

 

The applicant turned away slowly, having apparently come to the conclusion that it would be 

cheaper to purchase the small quantity milk he required from a licensed dairyman, than to 

build a cowshed, buy forage and comply with too many regulations. 

 

(Note: Alberton residents were allowed to keep livestock on their stands until regulations 

changed in 1952.) 

 



 
 

Alberton's first pharmacy opened its doors in 1939 


