
Alberton in the media 1939 (part 5) 
  
 

3 November 1939, Germiston Advocate 

Alberton is now a full-blown municipality. Several things will have to be obtained in future 

to emphasize the fact. A coat-of-arms, municipal seal and motto come to mind. 

Municipal history was made on Tuesday evening when the members of the town’s first Town 

Council met for the first time. The meeting took place in the Council Chamber, a room of 

modest dimensions, simply yet tastefully furnished with comfortable armchairs. There was a 

photo of Alberton’s first Village Council on the wall, looking with approval and interest on 

the proceedings. 

Every available chair reserved for the public was occupied. 

The high honour of being the first Mayor fell to Colonel Piet Fick, one of the most popular 

personalities. He has resided in the town for the past twenty eight years and has a wife who 

will be able to share fully with him all the many and various duties that fall on the shoulders 

of the First Citizen. For the past twelve years, he has identified himself with municipal life, 

serving for nine years on the Health Committee and for the past three years on the old Village 

Council. For seven of those twelve years, he 

served as Chairman. 

Col Fick said that the honour was so great 

that he hardly knew how to express his 

feelings. He realised that many difficulties 

would have to be faced, but he knew that he 

would have the most enthusiastic and cordial 

support of every member of the Council. 

There was a great future in store for the 

town, really still in its infancy. The 

difficulties were great, the tasks many but 

everyone would hold the banner high and 

make it a town fully worthy of taking its 

place among the great and fine towns of this 

country. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alberton's variety of shops in 1939 

 



8 December 1939 

Yet another step forward in the history of Alberton will be taken on January 2nd 1940 when 

motorists will be recognised by the registration TDK. There are about 800 motorists in town 

and about 100 persons owning motor cycles. There are also about 200 bicycles registered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Piet Fick, our town's first Mayor 

 


