
Alberton in the media (3) 1904-1905 
 

The Alberton Estate Syndicate was formed in Germiston in October 1903, headed by 

auctioneer Joseph Mayberry and James Dallas, an auditor. General Hennie Alberts was the 

chief investor in the syndicate, believing in his vision for a settlement for the disposed of the 

South African War. By the end of 1903, the Syndicate was in a position to start advertising 

their proposed township in the East Rand Express newspaper:  

 

Alberton was billed as a “safe investment, a profitable speculation or a house removed from 

the dust of the town (Johannesburg). 

 

“Alberton is entirely freehold and all mineral rights go with the stands. It is situated in a 

charming and healthy locality, about a mile from the Germiston Race Course. It can be 

reached from Germiston and the railway in 25 minutes of easy driving. It combines 

advantages of the country with those of the town, and should be specially sought after by 

business and professional men anxious to build healthy and comfortable homes. 

 

“The terms are exceptionally favourable and will suit the capitalist, the businessman and the 

mechanic. 

 

“Alberton’s freehold title is a novelty in the Germiston district, being the best and cheapest 

land proposition ever offered to the public on the East Rand. No monthly stand licences, 

within easy distance of Germiston, healthy and picturesque, and an inexhaustible supply of 

running water. The soil is especially suited to gardening and fruit cultures.” 

 

The water was obtainable from ‘a fine stream of water forming the northern and western 

boundaries of the township’ or ‘by well-sinking at a very small depth’, that in hindsight, 

proved to be an exaggeration. Residents had to sink their wells to a fairly great depth and 

those wells soon dried up during the dry season. 

 

Interested parties could contact either James Dallas or John Coetzee, respectively auditor and 

secretary of the Syndicate at their offices in Knox Street, Germiston. 

 

By 1905 the Syndicate could also promise that a government school would soon be up and 

running and an omnibus left Germiston four times a day for Alberton.  
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