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School at Alberton – East Rand Express 30 December 1905 

 

“A factor that demands early attention in the growth of every township is facilities for the 

education of the children. The growing township of Alberton finds itself in circumstances 

such as these, the children up to the present having to travel to Germiston to school. The 

growing of imparting education in the township has long been felt, but however active 

officials may be in the matter, the negotiations with the Government generally result in 

considerable delay. 

 

It was an informal but earnest gathering of residents who were met on Saturday by Mr 

Ligertwood (superintendent of Johannesburg and the Rand schools) on the stoep of the Post 

Office. He had seen the necessity of a school in the district, but was sorry he had not been 

able to fulfil the anticipation. The Government, he explained, made out its estimates once per 

year and the year 1905-1906 did not terminate until next July. The funds for that period have 

already been absorbed.  

 

The Alberton Estate Syndicate expressed their readiness to meet the educational necessity by 

giving one stand and offering the next to the Government at the minimum figure – a very fair 

offer that the Government has provisionally accepted. The urgent need of a school at 

Alberton was candidly admitted but the presence of a school in the near future depends 

entirely upon the economy. 

 

As a temporary measure, he had requested Mr John Coetzee (Secretary to the Syndicate) to 

negotiate with the Dutch-Reformed church for the hire of a suitable room for a school. If this 

could be done there should be a school by the end of January. Failing thát, he was afraid the 

town would have to wait until next May or June next year. Mr Ligertwood was very 

apologetic, adding that townships (on the Rand) had a confoundedly awkward habit of 

growing like mushrooms. 

 

At the close, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr Ligertwood for his kindness in having 

met the residents of the township.” 

 



 
 

Headmaster Franz Holzgen and pupils in 1911 (Holzgen Street in Brackenhurst is named 

after the headmaster 


