
Alberton in the media (6) 1908 
 

East Rand Express, 22 February 1908 

 

“The new Alberton Health Committee has no easy task in front of them in enforcing 

sanitation on those who have no liking for it. This will inevitably cause friction and 

discontent. The members elected are, however, a good and true representation of the various 

parties. It is a pity the Government could not assist the Committee financially as the people of 

Alberton are not what may be called well-to-do and as no work can be carried on without 

funds, the sanitary fees will probably be raised a little to enable the Committee to meet the 

necessary expenditure.” 

 

East Rand Express 4 July 1908 

 

“The people of Alberton have once more shown that they don’t want a liquor business in their 

midst. The bottle licence applied for by Mr Watson lost the day before a vigorous protest 

from a deputation who had a numerously-signed petition in support of their objection.” 

 

East Rand Express 20 November 1908 

 

“Monday November 16th will long be remembered as the day of the great hailstorm. Never 

before in the history of the place has such a storm broken over Germiston. At four in the 

afternoon the sky was comparatively clear, although a few heavy clouds could be seen in the 

Alberton direction. An hour later the storm burst with a suddenness and violence few, if any, 

of the inhabitants have seen equalled. 

 

“Following a few scouts of frozen ice, the hail came down in tremendous masses. Pellets of 

ice varying in size from peas to hen’s eggs crashed on roofs. The roar increased as the full 

force of the storm swept along, rapidly covering every inch of ground with a thick white 

mantle. Telephone wires speedily became a twisted mass of broken copper, trees were 

stripped on their leaves and windows broken.  

 

“When after 20 minutes the storm passed over, Germiston lay under a thick white blanket. 

The station was a mass of ice, and the rails lost to view under the heavy coating of hail. The 

storm appears to have devastated a track three miles wide.” 

 



 
 

A liquor merchant such as Wilson’s in Germiston, did not succeed in getting a licence in 

Alberton 


