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East Rand Express 6 March 1909 

“Letter to the Editor – Other remote towns in the Transvaal may suffer inconvenience 

through bad roads; but that a township like Alberton, where nearly all the men must travel to 

Germiston and the neighbouring mines in order to reach their workshops and other places of 

employment, should have no road at all, in spite of its proximity to such an opulent 

municipality as Germiston, is indeed a matter for surprise. Several persons have already been 

obliged to move to Germiston to be able to get at their daily work. If this state of things 

continues much longer, both the the bus and the post cart will have to discontinue their 

service, and then Alberton might as well be in the middle of the Kalahari desert as to be less 

than four miles from a centre like Germiston! 

“So much water has been diverted from the natural courses in the Natal Spruit that this river 

is constantly overflowing and impassable at the Alberton drift. Our township is practically cut 

off from the outside world. 

“It is about time that those responsible for the upkeep of our road be made to execute the 

work for which they have been paid.” 

East Rand Express 10 April 1909 

“The energy of Alberton people is also shown by the fact that despite the general and 

protracted depression, they have acquired two places of worship, both fully paid-up and a 

first-class piano, of great assistance at the school for teaching music and singing, and has 

been paid for by subscriptions and public entertainments, the last of which was given in 

March.” 

East Rand Express 1 May 1909 

“It is gratifying to note that the Health Committee of Alberton is at last bestirring themselves 

to fill in the deep holes and ruts in the township that were caused by the recent heavy rains. 

The Public Works Department is making fair progress with roads and it is to be hoped there 

will not be much delay in the construction of the proposed bridges over the Natal Spruit, 

connecting Alberton with the main roads to Heidelberg and Johannesburg.” 



 

In August 1909 it also snowed on the East Rand 


