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East Rand Express 4 March 1911 

“The march of events on the East Rand is more rapid than most people imagine. Seven years 

ago there was no Alberton Railway, for the simple reason that Alberton did not exist. Today 

Alberton is a flourishing part of Germiston, albeit outside the municipal area, with a railway 

and railway station of its own. The opening of the new line is likely to prove of great 

advantage to the township, hitherto one of the most inaccessible on the Rand. Further, the 

railway will service the Sporting Club (Gosforth Park Race Course). 

“Last Wednesday was red-letter day, for it marked the coming of the means of 

communication for which the plucky residents had yearned for so long. As was to be 

expected, such an important matter as the arrival of the Iron Horse was the occasion for much 

public rejoicing, and every resident of the township three off dull care and held high carnival. 

In this they were generously assisted by the more well-to-do population of Germiston and by 

a substantial contribution from the Syndicate which promoted the township. 

“The weather was perfect for the opening celebrations and the township and it surroundings 

were seen under the best possible conditions when the train arrived, conveying a large 

number of Germistonians and representatives of the Railway Department. The station was 

decorated with bunting and presented a gala appearance in keeping with the occasion. 

“The first portion of the proceedings was the breaking of a bottle of champagne by the 

engine, the bottle being suspended on ribbons held by the wives of two of the Health 

Committee members. Mr Jan van Bergen, Chairman, briefly welcomed the visitors. Then Mr 

John Pistorius, director of the Alberton Syndicate, addressed the gathering. In conjunction 

with the Germiston Sporting Club, the directors of the Syndicate negotiated with the 

Government and thanks to Mr Henry Hull, Minister of Railways, the railway was approved 

of. 

“Of the other events hosted on the day was a lunch, an afternoon sports programme, a merry-

go-round and a well-attended ball in Germiston in the evening.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Germiston station in 1903 - 

as no pictures of the first 

Alberton station are known 


